
                                                                                                               
OFFICIAL BOARD MEETING MINTUES 

Special Meeting April 23, 2015 
New Century Academy 

 
I. Call Meeting to order 

The meeting was called to order at 5:13 p.m. 
 

II. Register Roll Call 
Jason Coyle, Tony Ebert, Barb Haugen, Kathy Prellwitz 
 

III. Recognize Visitors 
Kevin Elton 
 

IV. Appointment of Open Board Seats 
Coyle stated that there were three teachers that have indicated a willingness to be appointed to the 
board.  They were informed of this meeting and invited to come.  They are Mikailya Rutten, Kelsey 
Dolge and Kevin Elton.  Coyle said that their bio information was sent out and everyone should have 
that information.  He said that Kevin Elton had expressed that he preferred the shorter term.  The other 
two did not express any preference to the length of the term.  Coyle said stated that the only information 
they had were the bios to base their decision.  The appointments would be determined by the majority 
vote of those present.  One term expires in June, one in 2016 and one in 2017 – Gohman, Miller, and 
Gesinger in that order. 
 
A motion was made by Haugen, seconded by Ebert, to appoint Mikailya Rutten to the term that expires 
in 2017.  It was stated that she is teaching chemistry, physical science and physics.  She states she 
has not conflict of interest and she sees the challenges as being enrollment and facilities for STEAM.  
Klaphake stated that Rutten has worked for the school the shortest amount of time.  She has 5-years’ 
experience teaching overseas.  She had volunteered to run as a candidate in the election prior to the 
resignations.  Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Coyle, seconded by Prellwitz, to appoint Kelsey Dolge to fill the position held 
by Miller ending one year from this June.  She teaches social studies and states no conflict of interest.  
She sees the challenge being all of the changes – not bad, just different.  This is her first year teaching 
at NCA and it is also her first teaching job.  Coyle stated that his only concern, and this is with all the 
candidates, is the loss of direct special education representation.  There is not any licensed individuals 
to fill any of the positions.  The committees can have anyone for members.  Prellwitz commented that 
the board makes their own committees and they could make a committee for special education.  
Haugen said that the board can utilize Aaron Leisen and his expertise when it deals with special 
education laws and funding.  Motion carried. 
 
The final position to be filled is the one that expires in June.  Coyle stated that Kevin Elton had 
expressed an interest in running for this positon at the annual meeting.  Elton stated that he felt it was 
a great opportunity to learn about the school.  He said he comes from a varied background: from a 
small school to a large school and he feels these experiences can benefit his contribution to the board.  
A motion was made by Haugen, seconded by Prellwitz, to appoint Kevin Elton to the term held by 
Gohman.  Coyle said that Elton at this time was looking at the shortest term to allow him the potential 



to explore other job opportunities.  He has completed his masters and is looking to start on his 
administrative license this summer.  Elton said he felt the challenges were enrollment and needing 
facilities.  He has been teaching for 7 years.  Motion carried. 
 
Prellwitz offered a suggestion to help the three new board members.  She said there should be a 
committee to put together a new board member packet.  Coyle said that they must also complete the 
training.  Haugen said there are trainings coming up; one on June 6th.  Klaphake said he would email 
Wendy and Chuck from NEO.  Klaphake he put a request in on behalf of the board that they come to 
us to provide information.  Wendy had responded that she felt it was a good idea and would explain 
what the expectations are for board members.  Klaphake stated that it would include board governance 
information.  Coyle clarified that it might cover the topics but would not count for the required training.  
Haugen also inquired about the nominating committee since it was Julie Gesinger.  Coyle said that 
the committees can continue until July.  He said he would follow up with Gesinger.  The board is 
looking for a teacher to stand for the open seat and someone for Coyle’s position that can be either a 
parent or community member.  Prellwitz noted that Elton had the short term and wondered if he would 
run for that position if he remains at NCA.  It was said that the June 6th training would not be pursued 
if it is necessary for all members to be in attendance.   
 

V. Open Discussion on Finance Budget 
 
Coyle opened up the meeting for any further discussion on the budget.  Since there were a lot of 
questions regarding the 2015-16 budget, the finance committee scheduled a two-hour meeting for 
May 18th.  Prellwitz has asked Aaron for more details because they noticed a lot of lines items have 
been increased from 2015 to 2016. In a year of significant budget cuts, the committee wants to 
understand why there are increases amounting to $25,000.00.  Various administrative models were 
discussed.  Due to the fact that the budget will drive the future model more details are needed prior to 
any decision. 
 

VI. Adjournment 
A motion was made by Prellwitz, seconded by Ebert, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.  6:05 
pm. 

 


